2010 CARTER G. WOODSON ESSAY

“THE MOST IMPORTANT AFRICAN AMERICAN EVENT IN WESTERN NEW YORK FROM 1974 - 2009”

THIRTY-THIRD ANNUAL CARTER G. WOODSON ESSAY CONTEST

The contest is open to all young people in grades 4 – 12.  Essays must be written (printed or typed) in 500 WORDS OR LESS (200 WORDS MINIMUM) on the topic: “THE MOST IMPORTANT AFRICAN AMERICAN EVENT IN WESTERN NEW YORK FROM 1974 - 2009” The theme of this year’s essay honors the 35th year of the Afro-American Historical Association of the Niagara Frontier.  Essays should be written about an African American event, program, election, etc.  Explain what it is, the date that the event happened, what impact the event had on the community and why this event is important to you.  The event could cover a news event, something that happened locally, something that happened nationally, but had a local impact, something that happened to someone you know.  Examples:  Building of a new school, library, store, etc.; election of a mayor, police chief, governor; president, etc. Special program during Kwanzaa, Juneteenth, or other festivals, religious event, musical event or sporting event.  Interviews are acceptable and photos are welcome, but not required. 

Essays must be received by SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2010. Send to – Carter G. Woodson Essay Contest, P.O. Box 63, Buffalo, New York 14207 or leave at the Frank E. Merriweather, Jr. Branch Library, 1324 Jefferson Avenue @ E. Utica St.  Your name, address, telephone number, school and grade must be written on your essay.

Essays will be judged on content, quality and depth of research, clarity and neatness.

Cash prizes will be awarded in three categories:  Grades 4-6; Grades 7-9; Grades 10-12.

First prize - $50

Second prize - $35


Third prize - $25

Additional prizes may also be given to winners of the essay contest.

Winning essays will be read by the participants at the African American History Program at the Frank E. Merriweather, Jr. Library, 1324 Jefferson Avenue on Saturday, February 20, 2010 at 1:00 p.m.  Essays will also be printed in Historically Speaking, April 2010.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sponsored by the Afro-American Historical Association of the Niagara Frontier, Buffalo & Erie County Public Library – Frank E. Merriweather, Jr. Branch, Lit-Mus Study Club, Buffalo Branch NAACP – ACT-SO, Buffalo Public Schools – Dept. of Social Studies and others to be announced.

“Commemorating 35 Years of Preserving African American History of the Niagara Frontier for Future Generations”
